
 

Gustafson Photo Safari  



Day 1 
We had the easiest trip ever. We each had open seats next to us on the flight 
to Paris AND the flight to Delhi. ZZZzzzz 
Harry was there to pick us up. He is so great and he is really happy with a 
wife and 6 mo. old son.  
Today was our New Delhi/Old Delhi day. Lots of stuff we didn't get to see on 
our first trip. We took a rickshaw ride through the old city that was wild! Little 
shops and all kinds of traffic and people everywhere. We went to beautiful 
palaces and ended up at a 400 year old site with a sculpted 300 foot tower.  
All done in red sandstone 
 
Day 2 
This one started at 4:30 so we could get on 
the first train to Agra.  We had a lovely 
boxed breakfast as we rocketed along in the 
high-speed train getting to Agra in time to 
check into our hotel and be at the Taj Mahal 
by 9:30.  The light was softened by hazy 
skies, giving the Taj a pearly look.  Going 
though the great entry gate and seeing this 
wonder of the world takes my breath away 
every time I see it!  The perfect symmetry of 
the structure and the use of white marble 
inlayed with semiprecious stone make it arguably the most beautiful work ever built. 
After lunch we were enthralled by the Agra Fort, another world Heritage Site that offered 
arched audience chambers, sculpted stonework and a magnificent view across the river to 
the Taj.  My favorite photos were of colorfully dressed local people taking in the sights. 
From there we did a quick visit to the “Baby Taj” a smaller tomb on which the Taj’s 
design was based.  We crossed the river in time to see the Taj Mahal from a different 
angle in low evening light. 
 

 
 
 



Day 3  
Travel day.  We took the High speed train 
followed by a luxury coach bus to Khajuraho 
World Heritage Site.  We moved in to our 
rooms in time to make the Sound and Light 
Show that tells the story of these 9th and 10th 
Century Hindu temple complex.  The story of 
these 85 temples was told as they were 
illuminated one by one.  Exposure was key to 
the success of this photo shoot.  With a black 
night sky it’s easy to over expose the lighted 
temples and lose the detail of each structure. 
 
Day 4 

Khajurajo Temples at first light is a sight 
to see!  Our guide was aware of our photo 
needs and let us wander the grounds while 
the light was good and there were no other 
people around.  An hour and a half of 
great shooting later we hooked up and he 
told us the story of what we had been 
shooting.  Each temple was absolutely 
covered with sand stone carvings of 
humans, gods and animals all in lifeli
motion.  Every carvi

ke 
ng had a story. 

 
We got to Bandhavgarh around 5:30 PM and drove through 
the buffer zone of the park in GOLDEN light. There was a 
meadow and pond where a herd of sambar were drinking, 
spotted deer were grazing and 2 were mating, and a peacock 
was displaying for 3 peahens! I'm taking this as a good sign 
for out tiger safari. We had some Masala tea and got an 
overview of the park rules and what to expect on a tiger safari. 
Our drivers brought our jeeps around so we know what to 
expect in the morning. Everyone is super excited (including 
me) and are dreaming of what tomorrow might bring 
 
Day 5 
Bandhavgarh, one of the greatest of all tiger habitats.  The Saal forest covers a huge area 
including lakes, rivers, ravines, meadows, and dramatic escarpment.  It’s divided into 
zones were there are strictly limited numbers of vehicles in each.  2 of our vehicles drew 
zone 1 and the third drew another.  I knew the sightings were less common in the other so 
I put all the clients in 2 vehicles and me in the third.  My morning was exciting, but not 
because of tiger sightings.  There were signs everywhere: wet paw prints on the road 
where a tiger had just walked after a drink.  The fresh tracks of four cubs and their 
mother in the soft sand along the road.  Drag marks and paw prints where the mother 
brought down a kill for the cubs.  After all that I didn’t see a single tiger that morning.  



Fortunately there are LOTS of other things to see and photograph like serpent eagle, 
white eyed buzzard, shikra, jackal and wild boar.   

When we all met for 
brunch at 10:30 the 
other folks had 
different stories to 
tell.  Two had seen an 
adult female tiger.  
The other 3 had seen 
4 big tiger cubs and 2
different tigresses!  
Quite a morning! 

 

 
 
The afternoon was different.  We all got in 2 vehicles and went to zone one.  The 
dramatic scenery and the fresh green saal tree leaves make this one of the most beautiful 
parks in the world.  Our group found where 4 big cubs were spread around a huge pond 
waiting for the day to cool off.  Only one was visible and we got a few distant shots 
before continuing the hunt.  In an open meadow we found peacocks displaying; a colorful 
sight.  Even better, at the edge of the meadow was the dominant male of Bandhavgarh.  
He’s a huge tiger in the prime of life and there he was cooling off his back end in a pool 
of mud.  We got there just as he looked over his shoulder, spotted the peacocks, lurched 
out of the mud and launched his huge frame at full speed across the meadow after them. 
They all disappeared into the underbrush leaving us breathless.  It was the perfect 
distance for a 1000 mm shot!  More tomorrow! 
  

 



 
Day 6, 
We just had a great morning in the park with lots 
of pictures of monkeys, peacocks, painted stork, 
woolly-necked stork, wild boars and at the 
end....one big 14 month old cub going from here 
to there giving us a mile of shooting. She gave 
me a snarl, ran across the road, walked through 
brush, through open forest, and reached up to 
do territorial scratch markings on a tree. it was 
such a fun morning and Harry was driving so ... 

 
This afternoon was all about 
variety!  The fragrant incense 
of the forest surrounded us as we got GREAT photo chances starting with 
dueling spotted deer bucks, more displaying peacocks, a crested serpent 
eagle surrounded by jade green saal leaves, and baby macac monkeys.   As 
we searched for tigers by watering holes we were rewarded by seeing wooly 
necked storks flying, the serpent eagle drinking, a huge wing stretch from a 
peacock and cutest of all a mongoose hunting through the reeds stopped in 
front of us for a drink.  Not a single tiger for us, but a great game drive!  The 
other vehicle only saw 4 tigers…… 

 
Day 7 

It was a pretty simple drive today.  We took in the 
Bandhavgarh morning as we drove through the 
escarpment areas in order to get to where some 2 ½ 
year olds were spending time.  As soon as we got to 
the area we saw a big cub (I mean BIG)  walking in 
the forest.  We watched as he strolled through the 
trees and wandered away across a big meadow.  The 
next tree line gave him cover but we could still tell 
which way he had gone.  We got to a spot where 
there was a nice arch in the forest leading out t
meadow.   

o the 

We were ready as he entered the arch and looked at us.  We weren’t 
really prepared when he suddenly turned and bolted back the way he 
had come!  His previously hidden brother had come out of the forest 
and ambushed a huge sambar antelope!  By the time we got to the 
spot he was dragging the kill out into the open meadow and to a 
stand of trees.  There he stayed as the returning brother sniffed the 
kill site and joined him in the trees.  I hope we can come back here in 
the afternoon!  The rest of the drive was spent searching for other 
tigers and photographing other stuff because we couldn’t find any 
cats.  There were lots of monkeys running with bright backlighting, a 
kingfisher, wood peckers and fantastically ugly adjutant storks.  
 
PM game drive was simply to find the three sub adults and see what they are doing!  We 
found the first in a meadow a good distance from the road.  As we searched for the others 
a huge wind began to blow, lightning flashed and thunder crashed in the distance. fat rain 
drops began to fall and the lightning got nearer as we found a second in a protected 
ravine.  It wasn’t far from the road but it was SO dark (made worse by the storm).  Here’s 
where the D4 earns its keep.  I put the ISO up to 12,400 and still could only get 1/30th of 
a second.  If I didn’t move and the big cat didn’t move the photos were good. 



 

 
As the clouds broke up odd storm light filtered into the ravine and there are some magic 
photos from this shoot.  We raced the next wave of rain clouds back to the lodge and had 
dinner and a Photoshop lesson before bed. 

 
 
Day 8 
It was a lovely morning for a last drive in Bandhavgarh.  
After the heavy rains last nigh the tigers went to hiding 
and we saw no sign of them.  That’s not as bad as it 
seems because we had time to stop for other things.  We 
got great chances at portraits and action shots of fighting 
spotted deer.  Storks, raptors, and woodpeckers were 
among the many bird species we saw but my favorite was 
an Indian roller perched next to a pale peach-colored 
blossom.  Back at the lodge we packed up, had brunch, 
loaded up 3 vans and drove to our next destination, 
Kanha National Park. 



 
Day 9 
Early up and early out for our first drive in Kanha.  This park’s landscape is dominate
by emerald green saal tree forests broken up by open meadows and pon

d 
ds.  Our first 

ame was a pair or barra singa swamp deer (a specialty of the park).   
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tuation doing something cool!.   

 

 tigers.  They LOVED it!  Maybe I’ll get to try 
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mazing things out there and people are getting the shots! 
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s where he had slept.  We pounded the bushes 
long enough to know the tiger had gone.   

g
 

 
Next up was a pair of jackals eating an old spotted deer kill, followed by a troop of lang
monkeys playing with tiny babies.  that every subject we saw was in a great 
si
 
Raptors on perfect perches, a jungle owlet with a soft green 
background and even a big male leopard that came out of the
bush and walked in the clear for a couple hundred meters.   
Two couples got the chance to go on elephants through the 
forest tracking
it tomorrow. 
This PM was just a little of this and a little of that…no tige
We had a nice show and tell with guests showing some of 
their favorite shots from their game drives.  There are some
a
 
 
Day 10  
This is a QUIET morning.  One of our vehicles had one quick sighting of a young adult
male crossing the road.  Harry told us a week ago that a heave rain could ruin the tiger 
sightings for a while.  I guess we’re in the “a while” right now.  Today was very hot so 
things might pick up again for the rest of the week.  We did have a fun elephant safari fo
an hour.  We went across some meadows and deep into the forest.  There was sign of a 
tiger; paw prints, scat, and flattened grasse



Seeing the forest from elephant height is 
beautiful.  We went through saal tree forest, 
through streams, across ravines, and through 
dense underbrush like it was nothing.  On the 
drive home we heard some alarm calls that 
tell us the tigers are here.  Maybe this 
afternoon.  The afternoon drive produced no 
tigers but, being Kanha, there was a lot to see 
and shoot.  It’s the season for Langur 
monkeys to have new babies, so there are 
LOTS of chances to photograph interactions 

between family members.  One favorite was a mother and baby snuggling between the 
trunks of 2 trees.  Another was a baby climbing all over a mother’s head.  Another 
specialty of the park is Gor; the largest bovid in the world.  Huge and beautiful with their 
ivory horns, raspberry colored ears and white stockings, we found herds grazing in 
meadows while dominant males bellowed and jousted in the forest.   
 

 
Tonight the lodge manager arranged a huge Tandoori feast out in a forest glade.  The 
pathways were lined with lanterns and candles creating a lovely blend with the starry 
night sky. 
 
 
 
 



Day 11 
Our last morning for tigers and everyone wants to go out seeing some.  It was 5:30 again 
and time to get to the park gate.  Sandy, Harry and I drove to the most likely spots and 
came up empty every time.  There were, as usual, other things to shoot like jackals and 
two barasinga stags fighting for a mate.  We heard lots of alarm calls which is promising 
and we heard the tiger roar which is ALARMING!  It rang through the forest and made 
all your hair stand on end.  No sighting, though.  After another search we came across 
Jerry and Chris who told us about the mating tigers they had just photographed for a half 
an hour.  We drove fast to the area fast and saw people waving and pointing off a bridge.  
We got there just in time to see a tiger disappear into the forest.  They told us it was a 
male and female walking along the dry creek right toward them, past them and into the 
forest.  I bet it was nice.  We gave up and went to the breakfast site and then planned on 
going home early.  There were a couple of wood peckers by the site so we didn’t unpack 
right away.  Good thing, because a guy came driving by and told us there was a big male 
tiger swimming in the watering hole.  We zoomed out of there like a rocket, covered 5 
kilometers in about 60 seconds and got there just in time to have 3 vehicles tell us the 
tiger just left….. 
 

 
 
 
They all took off and left us to our misery.  At least there were two peacocks displaying 
at each other….but wait…just past the peacock… 
 



 
It’s a Tiger walking down to the pool.  A completely new one.  This was a female who 
walked past the peacock, turned around and backed into the jade green water of the pool.  
 She flicked her tail in the water, drank, looked at us splashed around a little and got out 
with water streaming from her like Niagara Falls.  

 

 
 
 She was magnificent as she strolled up the bank and around the back end of the water 
hole and into the forest.  Now that’s the way to end a tiger safari in India. 
 
If you like what you’ve been seeing in these posts take a look at the website 
Gustafsonphotosafari.net 
It shows where we go, what we do and why we do it.  Enjoy the “Galleries” page, look at 
the upcoming trip itineraries and have fun on the “HD Videos” pages.  You are all 
welcome on a Gustafson Photo Safari.   
 


